Aggressive and devastating neuropathy: the consequence of untreated slow-onset type 1 diabetes.
Though type 1 diabetes (T1D) is described to be a disease of acute onset, there is strong evidence for a period of subclinical hyperglycaemia leading up to diagnosis. We describe two clinical cases with a prolonged and insidious onset of T1D, where neurological complications were present at the time of diagnosis. In both, there was an initial rapid and debilitating progression in neurological as well as other microvascular complications, but with a subsequent stabilization in complications over the next few years. These rare and unusual cases illustrate the variable nature of the natural history of T1D as well as its microvascular complications.